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Reafons for the farther regulating of Beef and Pork, together with the 
Neceffity of an A& for the Infpettion of Butter. 


Reund fecial Earth, to circle fair Exchange, 
And bind the Nations in a golden Chain, Thom. Liberty. 


9 IS the Bufinefs of every Government to take peculiar Care of their Staple, 
T whether it confifts in Provifions or Manufactures ; and to be fingularly 
watchful to have it vended in the greateft Perfection, and with due Weight 

and Meafure. Nor is the public Attention to an Affair fo momentous and 

interefting, more conducive to the common Weal, than to the private Benefit of the 
Seller himéelf. It is from an erroneous Notion of his Intereft, that the Manufacturer 
endeavours to put off his Wares in a Condition flight or counterfeit: For when once 
the Cheat is difcovered (and it cannot long efcape Detection) the Commodity loofes its 
Character, and will not afterwards fell for even its real Value. As in all other Cafes, 
fo in this will it be found, that Honefty is the bef Policy, and that the moft expeditious 
Way of acquiring a Fortune, is for every Man to excel in his Branch of Traffic. In 
fhort, whoever propofes to become rich by the Commodities he deals in, and has not 


Virtue cnouzh to reftrain him from Knavery, fhould (as Dr. Tillot/n obferves) be 
honeft from the meer Principles of Roguery. 


PENNSYLVANIA (a Province renown’d for its public Spirit, and the Wifdom of its 
Laws) was the firit Colony on this Continent, which put the Exportation of Flour under 
proper Regulations. At this prudential Step it has ever fince had ample Reafon to 
tejoice. Nor was it long before the Effects of their Providence, were felt by the other 
Colonies. Philadelphia Flour rofe into Reputation, while ours was continually lofeing 
what it had. ‘Ihe former was not only fold at a much greater Price, but while there 
was a Barrel of it in the Ve/-Indies, the latter would frequently not fell at all. Loud 
and univerfal was the Complaint againft us, which we long endur’d without even 
eflaying a Deliverance. 


THese were the Confiderations which induc’d our L egiflature, near three Years ago, 
to pafs an A&t for the Infpection of Flour ; the happy Confequences of which we have 
already very fenfibly experienc’d. ‘The Flour of this Province, boafts now not only as 
high a Charaéter as that of Philadelphia; but, as I am told, actually commands the 
Preference where ever we fend it. Tis this enables the Merchant to purchafe it at fo 
great a Price as it bears at prefent, and may, ’tis to be hop’d, be the Means of recovering 


fome of thofe Branches of Trade, which we had loft by the Badnefs of our Flour and 
other Produce. 
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Tue fame Reafons that gave Rife to the above falutary Law, are equally cogent fo 
the Regulation of every other Branch of Commerce, which merits the Name of Staph, 
Hence Beef, Pork, and Butter, require an Act for their Regulation and In{pection, 
upon the fame Principles which influenced our Superiors, to interpofe (if I may be 
allowed the Expreffion) for our Redemption from the Ruins of Trade, when, by the 
Fraud and CareleflnefS of our Manufacturers, we were plung’d into a Kind of mercantile 
Perdition. We have, indeed, an Act to prevent the Abufes in the repacking of Beef ang 
Pork, pafied the third Day of November 1740, enacting among other Things, “ Thg 
© every Barrel fhall contain Thirty One Gallons, and that in the repacking, each 
‘«¢ Barrel fhall be twice trodden down at leaft.” But as no Man pretends to be 
infalible, except the Pope, and fome of the Clergy, our Legiflators have exhibited jig 
this Claufe, a ftrong Proof of the Fallibility incident to the Reft of the Laity. Fora 
no particular Quantity of Meat, (which is only determinable by Weight) is to be pe 
into a Barrel, it remains at the Difcretion of the Packer, to put into the fame Barre 
fifty Pounds more or lefs, and yet ftrictly comply with the A&. This Opportunity 
for Fraud, arifes from the Laws not direéting by whom the Beef is to be trodden down; 
and whether that Operation be performed by a heavy Man or a light Boy, will, I 
conceive, with Submiffion to deeper Underftandings, make very confiderable odds, 
Nay, was even that afcertained, and had it been exprefsly enjoined to be done by a Man, 
ftill the Quantity would not have been determinate, fince Men are of different Sizes, and 
the fame Man tread heavy or light. Add to this, that the Weather at the different 
Seafons of the Year, muft greatly affect the Packing ; for when Meat is frozen and 
hard, ’tis impoffible to tread as much into a Barrel, as when it is moift, yielding and fof, 
Neither is this Opportunity for Fraud, refpecting the Quantity, the only Inconvenience, 
A Barrel of Beef fcarcely full, and loofely packed, is much more liable to fpoil, than 
one firmly and well pack’d. The only Way to pack it juftly, is to weigh out the 
Quantity a Barrel is to contain, and then to prefs it in with Hand-Screws. 


Burzincron is fam’d for the Goodnefs of her Pork, which fhe vends in the 
Weft-Indies at a higher Price than is given for any other, This I take to be whol 
owing to their Care in curing and packing it; and with the like Attention, our Pott 
would rival, probably excel theirs, fince we produce that Commodity in as grea 
perhaps greater, Perfection than any Colony in America. 


Ir1sH Beef is efteemed in the V¢/?-Jndies fuperior to any other ; and I am perfuaded 
its Soundnefs and Reputation, are chiefly to be afcribed to its fkilful and artificial 
Package, tho’ doublefs in no fmall Degree, to their Method of curing it, and the Age 
of the Beaft when he is killed. *Twere to be with’d that the People of this Pzovines, 
were equally fkill’d in the Cure of a Production which might be rendered to us, & 
extenfive a Branch of Trade, and the Source of fo immenfe Lucration and Wealth 
For unlefs it be well cur’d, it muft, in the fultry Climates to which we tranfport it, 
fpeedily corrupt and putrify. Thofe Gentlemen, therefore, among{t us, who at 
acquainted with the Method ufed in Jre/and, would, by communicating it, make 09 
unacceptable Prefent to the Public. 


I cAnnor learn that the packing of Butter for Exportation, was ever regulated by 
any Act of this Province, tho’ it conftitutes a Branch of our Trade fo confiderable, that 
ten thoufand Firkins have, in one Year, been brought to Market in this City. Not 
is there any Reafon for fappofing it would, under proper Regulations, be inferior to the 
Butter of Jreland. Yet by the frequent Frauds committed, and the little Care generally 
taken in its packing, it hath fo greatly fuffer’d in its Chara@er, at almoft every Market 


whither we tranfmit it, that while there is any /rifh Butter to be purchafed, it a 
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fell, fave at a Price too low for a reafonable Profit. In Proof of thofe reiterated Frauds 
and Complaints, I believe I might appeal to every Merchant trading to the We/?-Indies. 
Ihave myfelf feen twenty odd Pounds of Salt taken out of one Firkin ; and not only 
Hogs Lard and ‘Tallow, but even Stones and Brick have been fold for merchantable 
Batter. 


A Commopiry, therefore, at prefent fo grofly abufed, and yet capable, if duly 
regulated, to form a vaft Branch of our Traffic, feems well worthy the Legiflative 
Attention. It may effectually be infpe&ed in the fame Manner as our Flour, by 
perforating one Head of the Firkin with a Gimblet, and tranfpiercing the Butter to the 
other with an Inftrument like that ufed for the Infpeétion of Flour. By this Method the 
Officer may fee the Quality of the Butter throughout the whole Firkin. 


’Tis remarkable that a new Regulation is fcarce ever propofed, tho’ indifputably 
ufeful and neceflary, but it meets from many with Oppofition and Cenfure. By fome 
the Propofal is rejected out of Obftinacy, and by others from a miftaken Opinion of its 
affecting their Intereft. It is not even unufual for thofe who are to reap the greateft 
Benefit from it, to commence its fierceft and moft outrageous Adverfaries. This was 
the Cafe with the AG for the Infpeétion of our Flour, the’ the Men who were the 
Hotteft againft it, have fince been the greateft Gainers, and would now, probably, be 
as furious in oppofing its Repeal. 


From this incurable Foible of human Nature, I doubt not my prefent Propofal will 
be condemn’d by the Country Gentlemen who breed Cattle, becaufe by the Regulation 
for which [am arguing, a Barrel will contain more Beef and Pork than formerly. But 
to infer from thence that they will be proportionable Lofers, is a Confequence by no 
Means deducible from the Premifles. For when once the Barrels are known to hold 
fuch additional Quantity, and the Character of the Beef and Pork is eftablifhed abroad, 
they will inevitably rife in Demand, and their Price increafe in Proportion, X. 
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HAT the Practice of Phyfic is difficult, precarious and dangerous, and ought to be 

under fome Regulation, I have fhewn in a former Paper. I fhall now, according 

to my Promife, propofe fuch Heads, which if enaéted into a Law, would prevent the 

Repetition of thofe innumerable Evils, to which, thro’ the Want of it, we have long 

been moft miferably expofed. They are (as I faid) bu: Heads ; and many Things, if 
they are incorporated into a Law, muft be added as Auxiliaries to fupply their Elipfes. 

I. Tar the four eldeft Members of his Majefty’s Council, the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, the Reprefentatives of this City in Aflembly, our Mayor and Recorder for 
the Time being, or any Seven of them, with the Affiftance of two Phyficians, and two 
Surgeons, by the Majority of them elected ; be impowered to examine, and under their 
Hands and Seals, Licenfe al! Phyficians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries in the Province. 

If. THav without fueh Licence, no Perfon thal! pra¢tife as Phyfician, or Surgeon, 
or vend Drugs as an Apothecary, under a certain Penalty, excepting Bone-fetters 
practifing na than in the City of New-Yoré. 

II. Tar the Examiners, at four fixed Times in a Year, meet at the City-Hall in 
New-York, for the Execution of their Offices: That their Examination of Candidates 
be public ; and that Power be given them, to fine and imprifon fuch as difturb them in 
the Courfe of their Bufinefs. 


IV. Tuar the Majority of Seven Examiners annually nominate and appoint, out of 


fuch as fhall be licenfed, and refiding in this City, one Phyfician and a Surgeon, who thall 
at leaft four Times a Year, and oftener, if they think meet, enter into any Shop where 
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Drugs are fold, and infpe&t them ; and of all fuch as they fhail think corrupt or defective, 
they fhall make and fign an Inventory, and leave it with the Proprictor ; but the Drugs 
they fhall take away, and produce them at the next quarterly Meeting of the Examiners 
to be proved: That then the Infpectors fhall, on Oath, teflify as to the Quality of the 
Drugs, when feized, and that they have fultained no Damage fince, thro’ their Default; 
and if the Majority of the Examiners, with fuch Affitance as they fhall think proper to 
call, fhall condemn the Drugs, they fhall be burnt before them; but if they are found 
good, they fhall be returned to the Owner: That fuch Infpeétors fhall be obliged 
to ferve one Year ; and at their Appointment, take an Oath for the faithful Difcharge 
of their Truft. 

V. Tar if a licenfed Phyfician, Surgeon or Apothecary, fhall be convicted and 
adjudged guilty of Mal-Practice, by the Majority of the whole Number of Examiners 
they fhall be impowered to revoke his Licence ; and if he prefumes to practice 
after fuch Revocation, he fhall be fubject to the Penalties of fuch as Practife without 


Licence. 


VI. THar no Phyfician, Surgeon or Apothecary fhall fue for his Fees or Drugs, 
before his Bill is taxed by an Examiner, and a Copy ferved on the Party chargeable, or 
left at his Refidence. Except where Oath is made before a Judge of the Court out 
of which the Procefs fhall iffue, that the Party chargeable is about departing the 
Jurifdiction of fuch Court : In which Cafe a Copy of the Bill taxed, fhal! be annexed 
to and filed with the Declaration. And upon all Trials the Plaintiff fhall be non-fuited, 
unlefs his Licence, or a true Copy of it, be produced and proved. 

VII. Tar all licenfed Phyficians, Surgeons, or Apothecaries be exempted from 
being Conftable, Collector, Affeflor, and all other inferior troublefome Imployments, 

VIII. Tuar the Majority of the Examiners have leave to appoint a Treafurer, 
Clerk and Door-Keeper, who fhall all be paid out of their Fines ; and if a Deficiency hall 
happen, that it be fupplied by the Public. And that the Examiners have Power to 
make Rules and Orders, and inforce the Obedience of them upon their own Body, and 
their Officers : And that all their Proceedings be regularly recorded, and in all Courts 
admitted as Evidence : And that Suits for the Penalties may be brought in the Name of 
their Treafurer only ; but to be difpofed of as the Majority of the Examiners fhall 


think proper. 
IX. Tuar any Perfon fued for executing the Act, have Leave to plead the general 
Iifue, and give it in Evidence ; and that it be declared a public Act. 


Ir is not to be doubted but that fuch a Law would be difguftful to knavifh and 
ignorant Quacks ; but it is to be hoped, that its being prejudicial to thofe whofe Lives 
are a continual Prey upon the Public, will be efteemed an infufficient Objection againtt 
it. Let it once pafs, tho’ its Force be limited only to this City, and fufpended for ten. 
Years tocome. Extreme Mifery, even with a diftant Hope of Redrefs, is preferable 
to light Afflictions with abfolute Defpair of Relief. A 
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Naw-Yorn : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice in Beaver-Street, 
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